
.September 2, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE!

SOBRIETY CHECKPOINT ANNOUNCEMENT--

The Pima County Sheriffs Department and the Southern Arizona DUI Task Force
will be intensifying DUI enforcement efforts as part of the national You Drink and
Drive, You Lose impaired driving crackdown, which began August 19th.

Pima County Sheriffs Department deputies provide DUI enforcement efforts 365
days a year, and through the end of July 2005, have arrested over 1000 DUI
drivers this year. According to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) statistics, nearly two out of every five Americans will be involved in an
alcohol related traffic collision. During the 1990's, 10% of all reported motor
vehicle collisions in the United States were alcohol related. In 2004, there were
18 persons killed in alcohol or drug related collisions on unincorporated Pima
County roadways. To date in 2005, 15 persons have died on Pima County
roadways under similar circumstances.

Between 1980 and 1994, alcohol-related traffic deaths dropped by a dramatic 43
percent. Since then, the annual drunk driving death toll has stalled at
approximately 16,000 to 17,000. Crashes involving alcohol now represent 40
percent of total highway fatalities.

In an effort to decrease the DUI collision rates on Pima County roadways, the
Pima County Sheriffs Department will supplement saturation patrols with multiple
sobriety checkpoints. Studies conducted by NHTSA indicate that sobriety
checkpoints typically deter more potential impaired motorists. The saturation
patrols typically result in more DUI arrests. Therefore, both of these DUI
enforcement tools will be used in efforts to detect and deter impaired motorists
on local roadways.

The Pima County Sheriff's Department and the Southern Arizona DUI Task
Force remain fully committed to removing impaired drivers from our roads.
During this crackdown, we want motorists to understand that if you drink and
drive, you lose. Driving while impaired is the most frequently committed violent
crime and costs thousands of lives every year. It is a completely preventable and
inexcusable crime.

The Pima County Sheriff's Department will operate its first sobriety checkpoint in
over ten years on Saturday, September 3, 2005. This operation will commence
at 2200 hours and its location will be announced on the date of the checkpoint.

The Pima County Sheriffs Department will conduct a briefing at 2030 hours on
September 3, 2005, at its Training Center located at 1300 W. Silverlake (behind
the main jail). The location of the checkpoint will be announced during the
briefing. For information on upcoming OUI sobriety checkpoints, please contact
Sgt. Karl Woolridge at (520) 547-6204 or Deputy Doug Hanna at (520) 547-6124.


