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.Unless otherwise stated, all times are approximate Mountain Standard Time
nd all locations are in Southern Arizona.

On December 20, 2002, the Tohono O'Odham Police Department (TOPD) was
onducting a sobri ~ii,i!i'I'I~!il~ty check oint at Milepost 143 on Highway 86. At about 1750
M, a Buick Sedan drove up to the checkpoint. TOPD Officers found
n illegal alien be ind the driver's seat and nine bales of marijuana weighing
76.75 pounds in th~trunk. The driver was identified asalillllll --

_~~' thi_II.l alien was identified a. --

.§A~I.._was assisting the TOPD officers with directing traffic at the
heckpoint when the subj ect veh

M' cle a roached the eastbound primary

nspection point. TOPD Officer was on primary insp~~ct' n w en the
=hicle arrived. TOPD Officer questioned the driver and =termined that ~did -_r:l-ot have a valid driver I s license. instructed-

J switch wi who was in th ront passenger's
=at and let drive. At this time, was seen trying to
ide in the rear floorboard of the vehicle under a jack. Believing that it
~s an illegal alien load, .~- lwas instructed to drive the car .to a
=condary in~cti~n_point ~ere a U~Border Patrol Agent was standing.
)PD Officer ~ --~nd ~1I.1~1Ii accompanied the vehicle to this location.

.A few minutes later, TOPD Ofticer~ ~nformed sAlllliIWthat the
~igina~ driver of the vehicle, ~.~had.told~ that there was marijuana
Ldden In the trunk of the car. In tne presence of SA.~j TOPD Officer

opened the truck of the car. There were 9 bales of what was believed) be-marijuana located in the trunk. SA" -~. lotified SSA t-- -~that

irijuana was found in the vehicle. At this time, everyone in the v~icle was
.aced under arrest and transported to the U.S. Customs Office in Three
)i~ts. SA.I~_'transported ,-::::-- while escorting the marijuana-laden
~hJ..cle.

The marijuana was loaded in the government vehicle driven by AEo_ijilllland
lken to the RAIC Sells office. SA""III~followed the vehicle l~de~with the
lrijuana to the Sells office. Once at the office in Sells, SA~ -
mtacted one of ~~stoms Patrol Officer (CPO,&; eizure custodians for
:sista~ce. CPO ~.--'I'" arrived a~~sisted SA l' h the weigh~ng and

.ocesslng of the marlJuana. SA ---gave SSA the processlng
perwork for the marijuana and core samples that were taken by CPO _ill_~

is concludes the involvement of SA~ in this case on the date of )(~(~)i'~ 0 F F I C I~L USE 0 N, L Y ! rob)( 90 r:J
IS DOCUMENT IS LO ED 0 YOU FOR OFFI AL USE ONLY AND RE NS THE PRO-f,'ER1Y OF
E US CUSTOMS SERVIC. ANY FURTHER.REQ ST R DISCLOSURE ,THIS DOCUMENT OR
FORMATION CONTAINED ERE IN SHOULD BE RE ED TO HEADQUAR ERS, US CUSTOMS
-~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ .'~~T. ~ ')", .-", r-"", mTT"" '--1"\"'" 11\6~""f
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2. CASE NUMBE
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

CON TIN U A T ION 3. REPORT NUMBER: 002

~TAILS OF THE INVESTIGATION: .:

.Unless otherwise stated, all times are approximate Mountain Standard
ime, and all locations are in southern Arizona.

.On the .evening of Friday, December 20, 2002, SSAl:=:: -aJand SA.
.11~were assisting the Tohono O'Odham Police Departrnent(TOPDT~t a so~ri~
~ecKpoint near Milepost 143 on State Highway 86. SSA -~and SAUl -
=re there to represent the RAIC Sells Office if a matter of~erest to the
.S. Customs Service was encountered at the checkpoint. At 1750PM, a Buick
=dan ---was traveling eastbound on H~ghway 86 and drove up to the
~eckpoint .The Buick Sedan drove up to TOPD Detective &1 who __~as
=aring a TOPD Patrol uniform. Detective ,-~ --~sked the driv-e~for ..
r-iver's license. Quoting from Detective (~.~.' report: .

The driver stated "I don't have one, it's suspended".
The driver was later identified as ~ _lJfrom ,,= :

.The passenger was later identified as
A driver' lcense check was initiated by dispatch with

-s driver's license confirmed suspended. I asked the driver to pull
7er off the roadway. A driverls,,'cense check was initiated for the
~ssenger with dispatch returning to have a valid license. Before
llling off the roadway, I asked 0 exit the vehicle to have the
~ssenger drive.

When Jexited the vehicle I observed in the back seat floorboard
blueEi~!!!."t°tTl that -was covering the whole length of the rear floorboard. I

3ked I f I could search the rear seat of the vehic

m~~I--pe.
:ated "Yes,' As I opened the rear left do r I ob erved an~moving the blue~ver off of'.~ J81ead. lo~r l~~ immediat y stated -"0 , I

lve just one", ~--, -,--- .-(drove the vehicle off the roadway into
le east dirt shoulder.

-I~sked. ~~ for consent to search the trunk of the vehicle,
I""";: , .--' stated "Hey, to te

~~~.l ou the truth I have some stuff ~ck t~e II .At
lis tlme I ver lly advise f"'.Miranda Rights. ---stated
.understood ri hts and stated would be wj).lin~o answer by
lestions. aived- rights, I asked'- ~what was in the baCk!:-unk? stated "Marljuana". " , -\

---J / \~J
Detecti ve "---1111_' then opened the trunk and found nine bales of marij uana ~~

,r additionalaetans, see Detectivet=--- -,Report ,under TOPD Incident~:'-~l
1mber...~~LSSA -_and SA~-- .were ln the area and ~\\8\

(- "- .0 F F C I A L USE 0 N L ,Y ~
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;poke with Detective SA seized the marijuana. TOPD Officers
lssisted in transportlng t e three suspects, the vehicle and the marijua~a to
.he RAIC Sells Three Points Office. All three S j;'~iii:~spects were sear hed and Ilaced in detention areas. During the search of a

la~d-held police ra~io freque~cy scanner~ ~nd in 'acket pocket.
'hlS scanner was selzed as evldence by Sl .Upon arrival at the Three Points Office, the nine bales of marijuana were

~~~rted to ~he RAIC Sells Evidence Room by Air Enforcement~~~ei)'" "
., ~accompanled by SA.. ~hey were ~ .i~otogra ed by SA -.-The

,tales were was weighed bY--:SA~_~ and CPO and found to we 'gh

76.75 pounds. Core Samples were taken by SA for SSA iiii..liiit The

larijuana and the portable police-frequency scanner was subsequently
ransported to the u.S. Customs Seized Property c~~~~an in Nogales, Arizona.
'or additional information on the seizure, see SAIII~' Report of .

nvestigation (.. I I ,'(_~~OI 001).

.At 1830PM, ss.~.III.llliil..~assisted by TOPD ;~~;;i,!I1!~~ acting as a
panish language translator), interviewed the Mexica aut found hiding
,ehind the front seat of the Buick Sedan. SSA nd TOPD ~ ~:IP _identified themselves. Bookin information was~taJCen and recorded. ,-

'as identified as .~ read
~anda Rights out loud, stated un ers 00 em, an agreed to waive them.
~hen stated, upon questioning, that:

.was one of five marijuana backpackers that had crossed illegally into the
nited States about a week ago. They backpacked the marijuana bales to the
overed Wells area and waited in the mountains for the car to arrive. When
he car arrived,tlltwas pushed into the car by the other backpackers. "'~knew
he backpacks contained m~juana and that they had been loaded into the car.
he driver picked up the ~iII"'p~ssen~~1 work. When the car approached
he checkpoint, 4illl~cover~d.IIIIII--' wit~.1III1 jacket and at tempted to hide.

.At 1855PM, SSA 811118 ~ assisted_by T~ -int.erviewed
he drive,r of the Buick Sedan. SSA ~ ---ana TOPD identified
Qemselves. Bookin information was taken and recorde .as ldentified as

~read .Miran a Rights out loud,
tated understood them, and agree to waive them. ,-then stated, upon
uestioning, that:

hat morning at about 11'00AM,
:)rk and ~!"'~I~ that was to
peak to1~~~~called w 0 tol had a load
f marij uana to be driven to Tucson. proThYse'd' 6000 or dri ving I~
~e load. ~ met with~... -==,WhO gave the phone nU!nb~r (written ~n'. a f{~)

0 F F~c I A"L USE \. Q N
~ Y 1't1~~\.' ~~J"""

iIS DOCUMENT IS LOANE 0 YOU FO OFF IAL USE ON Y AND EMAINS THE ~bVE*-~ OF

iE US CUSTOMS SERVICE~ ANY FURTH R QUEST FOR D~CLOS RE OF THIS DOCUMENT OR

~FORMATION CONTAINED E IN SHOULD REFERRED TO H~D UARTERS, US CUSTOMS~RVTrR ~OGETHER WITH A C Y OF THE _QMENT. .
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~rap o£ cardboard) to call upon reaching Tucson. then
Jok~~to a location near e cemetery near Upper Covered We Is. T e
~rijuana, which had been hidden in the desert, was loaded into the trunk.
~e Mexican in custody and three other Mexican~ i~dults helped load it.
-=-11~"~told.~ that the -Mexican was to go wlthll-to accompany the load.
~ ~lso told ~ that the Mexican who was to receive the
~rijuana load in Tucson owed money and than 111111- was to
Ling the money back to was supposed to return with the money
~d the Mexican to ..~hen drove to the Gui Achli strict Office an plC e up , 8stated ~ knew that there was /

~rijuana in the trunk and that the police scanne! ~onged to~I.. The ~Jlice scanner was already in the car. ,'..gave _a choice to accompany,4l~
L not. must have put the police scanner in~.tPocket. There was aL.:~~
~r at house that wa~pposed to be used for a marijuana load. It~S to e driyen by a ~ described a~ a--~ ---I!

tall, s"Krnny, Wlt long hair and about 35 years "old.
.At 1927PM, SSA II-" assisted by TOPD f- a1 interviewed

! ~~:i e right fr t seat passenger of the Buick Seaan. SSA1"11~1 and TOPD
identified themselves Booking information was taken and ~-~~~~cor~. was identified as'~ "" ~~II~I I-_-~-~--8l ~

~ad ~ Mlranda Rights out loud,-stated- .unde;~'t~~d th~~, ~ and~~g~ to

~ive tnem. then stated upon questioning, that:
-"~ ~~~morning~I..~had been at_work, when -~~.. .alled and said that .i.I.IIIII.~'/

__needed to talk with -tor an unknown reason. oes not
~~son~y know .relayed the message to

told was to go to house. That afternoon,
~ll ;~~~'n front of the Gui Achi Distrlct Office (in Santa Rosa) where
)rks. ot out of the car and me~""in front of the officer.
)ld th~r was, a Mex~~' can in he car_~ (tllr'~ot i~t e car and asked where
is the Mexlcan golng? told ~1",~1fucson. k..ew the xican wa9 an
L ~~~ alien and then it was egal to transport asked ..
: vanted to accompany~III_~to Tucson. ...~ agre .said
30mething" to ~11.p.bout getting paid t9-. br~' the Mexican to Tucson and ~"'i'~:;;';;!!i.~I!!!!I!~=tting aid for It. :w ~told _..~ was to return with money for

rom Tucson. pu the police scann~~_~p_Jllt~ocket ~en 411asaw
.I.i.~ lock. 4'_~ state that ...ha,s a --~ ~ nameo~ ]- :'

i ~as a valid Arizona Drivers License.

.At 2040~1 SSA poke w~.UL the Duty Assistant United States
:torney, ccept -~~ nd ~

for Fe eral Prosecution, but declined onl ~ ~ t)

0 F F I C, I A L U -E 0 N L Y ~~ ( (g~ ( ~ \1 ~
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~cause of lack of admitted specific knowledge of the marijuana. (bJ(~)

.TOPD Detectivellllillilfissued \;~~QO ~ "a Citation (~iillill" for
iolating CC 66-286A, Suspended Llcense. ) I

) .The inves,tigation continues. [\p) ((,p) ) (b) (4) (c.)
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E US CUSTOMS SERV C. ANY FURTHER REQUEST 0 DISCLOSURE OF IS DOCUMENT OR
FORMATION CONTAIN HEREIN SHOULD BE REFERR TO HEADQUARTE. ,~US CUSTOMS
RVICE TOGETHER WI H A COpy OF THE DOCUMENT,/. '\,
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INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS
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14. SYNOPSIS: --

In December 20, 2002, the Tohono O'Odham Police Department (TOPD) was
~onducting a sobriety checkpoint at Milepost 143 on Highway 86. At about 1750
PM, a Buick Sedan drove up to the checkpoint. TOPD Office.rs found
~n illegal alien behind the driver's seat and nine bales of marijuana weighing
176.75 pounds in the trunk. S ecial Agents from RAIC Se Is responded and
~rrested the driver, The il~?al alien
?assenger, admitted that __was one of
:he marijuana backpackers that had smuggled the marijuana into the United
3tates. The case was accepted for Federal Prosecution.

rhis report concerns the seizure of a police radio scanner by SA ~i811Iii.
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ETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: :

.Unless otherwise stated, all times are approximate Mountain Standard Time
Qd all locations are in Southern Arizona.

.On December 20, 2002, the Tohono O'Odham Police Department (TOPD) was
~nducting a sobriety checkpoint at Milepost 143 on Highway 86. At about 1750
:'1, a Buick Sedan --drove up to the checkpoint. TOPD Officers found
Q illegal alien behind the driver's seat and nine bales ~==..mari 'uana weighing

~76.75 ound~_in the trunk. The driver was identified as
the illegal alien was identified as

.The passenger, as transported to Customs Office
~ Three Points along wit nd after their
~rest at the TOPD Checkpoint. SA searched 's jacket
~d discovered aJ}.adio Shack scanner PRO-92 (SN# j,.1jl an inside pocket.
:len asked what. was doing with it, .' stated ~id not know.

.S7\,ii 1seized the scanner and took it to the RAIC Sells office. The
~ann;~!e~~later taken to the U.S. Customs Seizure Vault in Nogales.
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