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On December 20, 2002, the Tohono 0'Odham Police Department (TOPD) was
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M, ‘a Ruick Sedan drove up to the checkpoint. TOPD Officers found
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idden in the trunk of the car.  In the presence of SA@ TOPD Officer
?opened the truck of the car. There were 9 bales of what was believed
> marijuana located in the trunk. SA otified SSAqthat
irijuana was found in the vehicle. At this time, everyone in the ve icle was
.aced under arrest and transported to the U.S. Customs Office in Three
»ints. SA_transported_ while escorting the marijuana-laden

thicle.

The marijuana was loaded in the government vehicle driven by AEO“nd
ken to the RAIC Sells office. SA_followed the vehicle lgaded with the
irijuana to the Sells office. Once at the office in Sells, SA
ntacted one of the Customs Patrol Officer (CPO) _seizure custodians for
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2re there to reprecent the RATC Sellg Office if a matter of interest the
.S. Customs Service was encountered at the checkpoint. At 1750PM, a Buick

2dan was traveling eastbound on Highway 86 and drove up to the

aeckpoint. The Buick Sedan drove up to TOPD Detectivem who was
2aring a TOPD Patrol uniform. Detective asked the driver for ?
report:

river's license.  Quoting from Detective

....The driver stated "I don't have one, it's suspended".

The driver was later identified as ooy, 002

The passenger was later identified as
A driver' icense check was initiated by dispatch with
s driver's license confirmed suspended. I asked the driver to pull

7er off the roadway. A driver's ljcense check was initiated for the
assenger with dispatch returning to have a valid license. Before
111ling off the roadway, I asked o exit the vehicle to have the
issenger drive.

Whenyexited the vehicle I observed in the back seat floorboard
that was covering the whole length of the rear floorboard. _ I

blue clot
3ked% If I could search the rear seat of the vehicle.
:ated "Yes.% As I opened the rear left door I obgerved an
:moving the blue cover off of ead. Himmediat Y stated "Oh, I
ive just one". drove the vehicle off the roadway into

1@ east dirt shoulder.

for consent to search the trunk of the vehicle.
ou the _truth I have some stuff back there". At
stated

I agsked
stated "Hey, to tell

1is time I verbally advise f @ Miranda Rights.
understood rights and stated would be willin O answer by
ilestions. i rights. I asked what was in the back/v .
unk? stated "Marijuana". " j @
Detectivthhen opened the ?runk and found nine bales of marijuana. ’@
r additional details, seec Detective Repert under TCOPD Incident /\
imber ssa awimeemsill - nd QH gwere in tha arsa angd o) W
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Upon arrival at the Three Points Office, the nine bales of marijuana were

ransported to the RAIC Sells Evidence Room by Air Enforcement Offj C€£]ll|
I.E;ii ‘l.llib The

accompanied by SA hey were photographed by SA '
)ales were was weighed by SA and CPO and found _to we gh
76.75 pounds. Core Samples weré taken by SA for SSA The

arijuana and the portable police-frequency scanner was subsequently
ransported to the U.S. Customs Seized Property.Custodian in Nogales, Arizona. J

‘or additional information on the seizure, see SA ! Report of -
nvestigation ( OI 001).

. At 1820PM, & assisted by TOPD!
panish language ator), interviewed the Me
ehind the f£ront f the Buick Sedan.

identified t

as identified as
randa Rights out loud, stated
then stated, upon questioning, that:

-was one of five marijuana backpackers that had crossed illegally into the
nited States about a week ago. They backpacked the marijuana bales to the
overed Wells area and waited in the mountains for the car to arrive. When

he car arrived, was pushed into the car by the other backpackers. {pknew
he backpacks contained marijuana and that they had been loaded into the car.
he driver picked up the ssenger at work. When the car approached

he checkpoint, écovere wit}djacket and attempted to hide.

interviewed
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ork and t - ” was to
peak to had a load .

f marijuana to be driven to Tucson. ) or driving /
ne load. met with(i the phone number (written on a $\
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told that the Mexican was to go with to accompany the load.
1so told (e that, the Mexican who was to receive the
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1€ roadblock state that has a named
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ETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

. Unless otherwise stated, all times are approximate Mountain Standard Time
nd all locations are in Southern Arizona.

On December 20, 2002, the Tohono O'Odham Police Department (TOPD) was

onducting a sobriety checkpoint at Milepost 143 on Highway 86. At about 1750
M, a Buick Sedan d drove up to. the checkpoint. TOPD Officers found

n illegal alien behind the driver's seat and nine bales of marijuana weighing
76.75 pounds in the trunk. The driver was identified as#

the illegal alien was identified as

Customs Office

. The passenger, as transported to the U.S..

1 Three Points along wit
rrest at the TOPD Checkpoint. SA searched
1d discovered a Radio Shack scanner PRO-92 (SN#

1en asked what was doing with it, “’stated hat

. S@seized the scanner and took it to the RAIC Sells office. The
canner-was later taken to the U.S. Customs Seizure Vault in Nogales./,

GO
) Lﬂr)(a)

Jég an inside pocket.
“id not know.
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4 RECORDS ARE RELATED TO BASE
' P L £ @)L(Q ,
———
'SERIOUS VIOL{;EOR FROM sm 51) ‘
. e ¢/ ]
qumous VIOLATOR FROM S/A/S (CF- 15~ ~
q - o “(b/(f
, SERIOUS VIOLATOR FROM %Aés&‘f o)

N s 5, B
e IZURE OF 176.75 PO ARRESTS ’

-/ MARIJUANA AND
19(2)
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